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SOUTH WEST SALEYARD 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.13 pm]: 
The McGowan government went to the election with a commitment to progress a proposal for a livestock facility 
in the south west to replace the Boyanup saleyards ahead of its closure in 2022. This week we have taken a major 
step towards that commitment. 

A report commissioned by the Western Australian Meat Industry Authority last year found that stakeholders saw 
a south west livestock facility as particularly important to small livestock producers, and there was clear support 
for a replacement facility. However, the report indicated that a facility should not be built without further 
consideration to the public and private cost benefit, and consideration of funding options. The “Replacement of 
Boyanup Saleyards: Final report” was released in December 2017, and it was developed with broad stakeholder 
and industry consultation. 

I have been clear that given the tough fiscal environment faced by government, any replacement facility will need 
to be predominantly privately funded. However, our government is more than willing to look at what support 
would be needed to get a new facility off the ground. On 7 March, I held a very productive roundtable discussion 
involving WA livestock producers, agents, transport companies, processors, private saleyard owners and 
operators, WAFarmers, the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA, and state and local government 
representatives. We wanted to gauge interest from the private and local government sectors for the construction, 
ownership and operation of a future livestock facility. 

It was clear that there is interest from private sector investors and operators in building a new saleyard facility in 
the south west if we can get the package right. There was discussion on the potential leasing of Muchea Livestock 
Centre in such a package, to create the efficiencies and scale needed to make a new facility more commercially 
viable. The PGA has formally expressed support for a commercially viable, private sector solution to replace the 
Boyanup saleyards and accepts that Muchea may need to be part of the package. WAFarmers is open to package 
options, which may include the lease of Muchea to enable the building of replacement saleyards by a private 
operator or the establishment of a cooperative to build the saleyards. There is some contention in the industry about 
the future of saleyards as more growers use electronic platforms and direct sales. 

The best way forward is clearly to test the market. This week the Western Australian Meat Industry Authority released 
a formal call for expressions of interest in providing a new south west saleyard facility. This EOI process will identify 
areas in which the government can assist in the development of a replacement facility. This marks a major step 
forward in ensuring that producers in the south west continue to have their needs catered for after 2022. 
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